LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER      487 From General Butler
FoBTEBsa MONHOE, VA., Jan'y 14./65
Brig. Gen'l. HOLT, Office Su. of Mil. Justice, WASHINGTON, D.C.
GENERAL: While in command of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, and on or about the 15th of Sept. last, I caused to be arrested Henry Hudson, Chaplain of the 1st New York Volunteer Engineers, for grave offences and misdemeanors, which are set forth in the charges and specifications herewith enclosed.
They are the gravest that could possibly be alleged against a minister of religion, a Chaplain and Officer in the United States Army.
From the circumstances that one is an offence personal to myself s I could neither adjudicate the case as Commander of the Department, or order a Court.
I have forwarded duplicates of these charges, and of the resignation of Chaplain Hudson, to the Lieut. Gen'l. Com'dg., with the request for a Court Martial to try them.
Being uncertain whether under the peculiar circumstances it should not be addressed direct to the Bureau of Military Justice, I forward these duplicates to you. I have the honor to be General, Very Respectfully,
Your obedient servant, BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l.
Enclosure referred to in Foregoing Letter
Head Quarters, Department of Virginia and North Carolina, Army of the James,
FORTRESS MONBOB, VA., Jan'y 3d, 1865 [Not in. chronological order]
Charges and specifications against Chaplain HENRY HUDSON of the 1st New York Engineers, serving with the Army of the James
Charge 1st. Absence from his command without leave Specification 1st. In this, that Chaplain Henry Hudson, duly commissioned and serving with his com-mand in the department of Virginia & North Carolina, did leave his command, and then without leave or proper authority therefore did remain absent to wit from the 29th day of May in the year eighteen hundred & sixty-four until the 15th day of September following, when he, the said Hudson, was brought back under arrest.
Specification Sd. In this, that Chaplain Henry Hudson, being absent from his command and as aforesaid in the city of New York on the 5th day of July in the year eighteen hun-